From the Pastor’s Desktop
A Message from Father Charles Puthota

Dear Parishioners of St. Elizabeth,

Month of Remembrance of Dear Departed: When
November comes, we turn our attention in a special way
to those who have gone before us. We loved them in
life, we love them in death, and we’ll love them into
eternal life. As you know, life is not ended in death but
only changed. Even as the seed has to die in order to
bring forth new life, all our lives when they end in death
come back to life because we are destined for eternity.
We are mortal only in the sense of our life on earth, but
we are immortal in the sense of our life with God. It is
our belief that we the “Church Militant” (those of us in
this world promoting good and fighting evil) can really
help the “Church Suffering” (those going through a
process of purification after death) through our love and
prayers. When they become the “Church Triumphant,”
(inheriting the eternal life with God in heaven) they who
will be close to God can intercede for us who are in “this
valley of tears.” In other words, all these traditional
theological terms express a simple truth: that life
continues after death, love is everlasting because God
is love. Our human love is purified and perfected by
God’s love because all our love has God’s love as its
origin and destination. This month of November, as we
specially remember the dear departed, as we pray for
them in a very special, even emotional, way, as we visit
their graves and place flowers over them, let our hearts
keep chanting this simple prayer: “Eternal rest grant
unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen. May their
souls and the souls of all the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.”

Election Results: As | write this piece the day after the
elections, with no clear winner in sight, we keep our
nation in our prayers. Let there be peace and patience
on all sides. After all the votes are counted, when the
presidential winner emerges, our congratulations and
prayers are due to him. To the one who loses, our
prayers are with him as well. Now the healing has to
begin in the divided country. There are so many other
winners and losers in the House, Senate, and the State
elections. May they all be blessed with wisdom and
understanding to be able to accept victory with humility
and loss with a sense of equanimity. Life goes on. As
the nation moves on, we wish everyone God’s abundant

blessings. May America the Beautiful shine forth from
sea to sea and be a light to the nations all

over the world through its compassion and service, its
wisdom and truth.

Archdiocesan Annual Appeal: One-Percent Circle:
Our goal for 2020 is $48,719. So far, you have donated
$26,341. We still have to make $22,378. to reach the
goal. A few of you have given generously. | see two
people have donated $5,000 each. One has given
$2,500. I'm grateful. Please donate whatever you can to
assist the Archdiocese in its mission. If everyone could
donate, we shall make the goal quickly. If it is possible
for some of you to give 1% of the total amount,
which would be about $500, it would be wonderful.
That would be a quicker way for us to reach the goal.
As a way of expressing my gratitude, | would like to
invite the One-Percent Circle (those who have donated
1%) to a dinner, when we have reached the goal. There
are only two months left in 2020 to make it. So please
do give as soon as possible.

First Holy Communion Batch II: This Sunday, at the
9:30 a.m. Mass, there will be four of our Faith Formation
children---Jethro Durman, Andrea Rosales, Darey
Urrieta, and Yareli Urrieta---making their First Holy
Communion. This is a grace and blessing that will be
remembered for a lifetime by these children. Let's
prayerfully keep them and their families in our hearts
and minds.

A Story to Ponder: Eat Your Own Fruit: A disciple
once complained: “You tell us stories, but you never
reveal their meaning to us.” Said the Master: “How
would you like it if someone offered you fruit, but
masticated it before giving

it to you?” (ADM, The Song of the Bird)

Looking Ahead: Sunday November 29 is First Sunday
of Advent. The Sunday before that (November 22) is the
Feast of Christ the King and the last Sunday of the
liturgical year.

A Quotable Quote: “You can'’t start the next chapter of
your life if you keep re-reading the last one.”

Joke: Dear Belinda, | have been unable to sleep since |
broke off our engagement. Won'’t you forgive and
forget? Your absence is breaking my heart. | was a fool
--- nobody can take your place. | love you. All my love,
Jack. P.S. Congratulations on winning this week's
lottery.

Wishing you all good health, peace of mind,
freedom from anxieties, and all other blessings only
God can give!

Your Friend & Pastor,

Fr. Charles Puthota
11-08-2020

Mass Intentions

Monday November 9

8:00 am tJose and {Balbina Nebril

Tuesday November 10

8:00 am T Vincent Gagliardo Sr.
T Maria and 1 Giuseppe
Mazzaferro

Wednesday November 11

8:00 am Bella Cook (L)

Thursday November 12

8:00 am T Paul, ¥ Theresa and

tJoseph Vella
Friday November 13

8:00 am T Vittorio Rossi
Saturday November 14
8:00 am 1 Arturo Fontanilla
4:30 pm 1 Mike and ¥ Ramona Visperas
Sunday November 15
7:30 am People of the Parish
tTeodora and tThomas
Hernandez
tGertrudes Vinluan
9:30 am 1 Rinaldo Schenone
11:30 am Maltese Society

tDenotes deceased — (L) Living

Sunday Collection November 1, 2020

Weekly Need: $ 5,000.00
Sunday Collection $2,437.00
All Saints $ 472.00
All Souls $1,922.00

If you make your offertory donation by check, without using
parishioner envelopes, it would be most helpful if you placed your
parishioner/envelope # in the “memo” section of the check.

This helps us input your donation to the offertory data system.
We will not be responsible for donations not credited due to
missing envelope numbers (or not having a Sunday collection
envelope.)

The Parish office will be closed on Wednesday,
November 11" in observance of the Veterans
Day Holiday.

Achdiocesan Annual Appeal Update

Goal: $ 48,719.00
Raised: $ 26,341.00
Balance: $22,378.00

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 8, 2020

Stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.
— Matthew 25:13

EXPECTING THE UNEXPECTED

If it ever crossed your mind that Jesus was
somewhat lacking in a sense of humor, today’s Gospel
should belie any such notion. Jesus’ story of the five
wise and five foolish bridesmaids is downright hilarious.
The circumstances of the story were surely familiar to
Jesus’ listeners, just as they are—if we think about it—
to us. Weddings never, ever start on time. There’s
always a delay. Buttons pop off at the last minute.
Flowers wilt. Cars full of wedding guests get caught in
traffic. Soloists contract laryngitis. Brides or grooms or
priests show up late! So the only reasonable way to
approach a wedding is with a sense of humor, to realize
that something probably will go awry, and, when that
happens, to smile about it.

Jesus tells this funny story to encourage us to be
watchful, yes; to be ready, yes. But he doesn’t tell it to
make us dour and somber. The heavy-hearted tremble,
waver, lose sight of their place and purpose, and fall
asleep. The lighthearted know that the unexpected will
happen—is bound to happen—so they are awake in
their place and ready in their purpose when it comes.
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TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Wisdom is easily discerned by those
who love her (Wisdom 6:12-16).

Psalm — My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God
(Psalm 63).

Second Reading — Since we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, through Jesus, God will bring with him
those who have died (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 [13-14]).
Gospel — Stay awake! You know neither the day nor
the hour (Matthew 25:1-13).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All
rights reserved.

Congratulations to our young men and women
who received their Confirmation at St. Elizabeth
Church , October 25,

Ricardo Aguado Jade Ducut

David Arce Thant Paing
Diego Arce Ashley Rodriguez
Saira Barajas Jake Serrano
Avian Driza Julianne Solis



