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Parish Office Hours (New)  
Monday through Thursday  
8:00 am to 12:00 pm  
 (unless otherwise posted)  
Closed Friday 
449 Holyoke Street (Parish Office
415-468-0820 Fax 415-468-1457 
Website: www.stelizabethsf.org 
Email:     stelizabethchurchsf@gmail.com
 
Pandemic Liturgy Schedule  
Sunday 9:30 am (in Church)
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 8:00 am 
Holy Day                8:00 am & 6:00 pm
Pandemic Confession Schedule
After the 8:00 am Daily Mass 
Before the 10:00 am Sunday Mass
Baptism Preparation Classes Call the Parish Office for more information.

 Sacrament of Marriage 
Call the Parish Office at least six months before
the desired date. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:30 to 4:15 pm  
                      or by appointment. 
Faith Formation -Cantwell Hall 
Saturday       9:00 am to 11:00 am 
Rosary after the 8:00 am Mass, Monday through Friday in the Church Chapel.
Benediction and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: 
The following are temporarily suspended due to Covid 19:
Legion of Mary Meeting 5:30 pm Monday in the Rectory.
Second Saturday after the 4:30 pm Mass: Sto Nino Prayer and Benediction
in Mary’s Chapel. 
Third Saturday after the 8 am Mass until 3:30 pm: A day of 
Adoration and Benediction in the Rectory.
Light of God Prayer meeting 7pm every 2
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A Message from Father Charles Puthota 
May 16, 2021 
 
Dear Parishioners of St. Elizabeth, 
 
500 Years of Christianity in the Philippines, Our Parish 
Celebration: As you may be aware, the Church in the 
Philippines and the Filipino diaspora around the world 
are celebrating “500 Years of Christianity in the 
Philippines.” With joy and gratitude, we observe this 
occasion at St. Elizabeth Church this Sunday May 16, 2021 
at the 11:30 a.m. Mass presided over by our Archbishop 
Salvatore Cordileone.   
 
You may recall that Pope Francis celebrated a special Mass 
at St. Peter’s Basilica on March 14 in Rome to mark the 
500th anniversary of Christianity in the Philippines and 
urged the Filipinos to “persevere in the work of 
evangelization.” Joined him at the Mass were several 
representatives of the Filipino Church, including Cardinal 
Luis Antonio Tagle, the former Archbishop of Manila who 
is now prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization 
of Peoples. Pope Francis recalled that when the Christian 
message first arrived in the Philippines five centuries ago, 
“You received the joy of the Gospel: the good news that 
God so loved us that he gave his Son for us. And this joy is 
evident in your people. We see it in your eyes, on your 
faces, in your songs and in your prayers… I want to thank 
you for the joy you bring to the whole world and to our 
Christian communities.” The Catholic Church in the 
Philippines inaugurated the year-long celebration on 
Easter Sunday April 04, 2021 to last through the end of 
April 2022. The theme of the jubilee celebration is “Gifted 
to Give.” 
 
“It was 500 years ago, in 1521, that the Portuguese explorer 
Ferdinand Magellan, representing the Spanish Empire, 
arrived in the Visayan region of the Philippines. Thus 
began the process of European colonization, which 
eventually led to the establishment of Christianity. To this 
day, the Philippines remains the only major 
predominantly Catholic nation in Asia” says Fr. Ricky 
Manalo.  
 
Congratulations to the Filipino community at St. Elizabeth 
Parish and in the Archdiocese who are marking this 500th 
anniversary with pride, joy, and gratitude! I want to thank 
you for all the blessings of God that you bring to our 
community at St. Elizabeth. Your faith, joy, kindness, 
generosity, and hospitality are an inspiration to the whole 
parish community---and to me personally as well.  
 

Thank you, Archbishop: Our Archbishop’s presence at 
our parish this Sunday says a lot about his regard for our 
parish and the Filipino faithful here and in the whole 
Archdiocese. His readiness to lead our prayerful, joy-filled 
celebration at Mass is much appreciated. On behalf of St. 
Elizabeth parish, I would like to thank our Archbishop.  
 
Ascension Sunday: Having accomplished his Father’s 
redemptive mission, Jesus now goes back to the Father. He 
does not leave us orphans, though. He will send us the 
Holy Spirit, which we will celebrate next Sunday. He has 
also assured us that he will be with us always, even to the 
end of time. During Jesus’ public ministry, he could not go 
to every place and every nation. Now he wants us to go 
and share the good news with everyone in the world. We 
are the messengers. Not only are we messengers. We are 
witnesses. All of us who have experienced Jesus as our 
way, the truth, and the life, we are to go and witness to 
others. In our words and deeds, in our values and vision, 
we are to make Christ known to the world.  
This is the meaning of the feast of Ascension. Jesus has 
passed on the baton to us. We have to carry it to others. 
The relay race is on. We are to do our part in taking Christ 
to our own family and friends, and beyond. We are 
“missionary disciples.” The angels said at his Ascension: 
“Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the 
sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into 
heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him 
going into heaven.” Until Jesus comes back to fulfill the 
destiny of the whole universe, which we call his Second 
Coming, we have a mission to accomplish as Christians. 
We have love to share, forgiveness to offer, mercy to show, 
justice to establish, and dignity to uphold. We have the 
hungry to feed, naked to clothe, strangers to welcome, 
prisoners to visit, homeless to shelter. Jesus needs us. We 
are his eyes and heart, his hands and feet. The message of 
the Ascension is for us to continue and complete the 
mission of Christ. Are we ready and willing? 
 
Inspirational Quotes: 1. “Try not to become a person of 
success. Rather become a person of value.” --- Albert 
Einstein. 2. “It’s fun to do the impossible.” --- Walt Disney. 
3. “To reach a port, we must sail---sail, not tie at anchor---
sail, not drift.” --- Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
 
Jokes: 1. Dad writes on son's Facebook wall: “Dear Son, 
How are you? All are fine here. We miss you a lot. Please! 
Turn off the computer & come down for dinner!!!”. 2. Man 
to miser: Why do you always remove the batteries from 
the clock and keep them outside? Miser: I want to extend 
the battery life and hence I put them in the clock only 
when I want to see the time.  
 
Wishing you God’s abiding presence, intimate grace, and 
abundant love, to you and your families, 
 
Your Friend and Pastor, 
 
Father Charles Puthota 

 
 

The Ascension of the Lord 
May 16, 2021 
Whoever believes and is baptized  
will be saved. 
— Mark 16:16 

 
 

 
 
 
 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ASCENSION 
 The theological unity, or perhaps even the temporal 
experience of the early community, made it seem that 
Jesus’ resurrection and his ascension were inseparable 
aspects of a single mystery. Only in the later writings of 
Luke and John has further theological reflection helped the 
Christian community to distinguish different dimensions of 
the mystery. Liturgical tradition has followed the forty-day 
chronology formulated by Luke. We would miss the point, 
however, if we were to demand a precise historical 
chronology of events such as the Resurrection-Ascension 
that are primarily spiritual in nature and that clearly 
surpass the bounds of time and space as we know them. 
 What is important for us to grasp is the significance of 
the Ascension. For Luke, it is the decisive turning point that 
marks the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry and the beginning 
of the disciples’ Spirit-led ministry and thus the ministry of 
the whole church down to our own day. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — This Jesus will return in the same way 
as you have seen him going into heaven (Acts 1:1-11). 
Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare 
of trumpets for the Lord (Psalm 47). 
Second Reading — God seated Jesus at his right hand in 
the heavens (Ephesians 1:17-23) or Ephesians 4:1-13 [1-
7, 11-13]. 
Gospel — The Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven and 
took his seat at the right hand of God (Mark 16:15-20). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please note:  All Mass times including Mass intentions 
 were scheduled pre-Covid 19. Currently the only Mass 
 will be Sunday at 9:30 am in Church. Weekday Masses are 
celebrated in the Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday  May 17 
8:00 am                   † Maria Kielian 
Tuesday          May 18 
8:00 am              † Ronald Vannucchi 
Wednesday May 19 
8:00 am  † Elena Romano 
  Virginia Sanchez (L) 
Thursday      May 20 
8:00 am  † Mary O’Sullivan 
Friday  May 21 
8:00 am † Tessie, † Joseph and  
 † Saviour Schembri 
Saturday  May 22 
8:00 am   Rita V. Maog (L)  
4:30 pm            † Maria and † Giuseppe  
   Moretto 
Sunday  May 23 
7:30 am                    † Tessie, † Joseph and  
  † Saviour Schembri 
9:30 am        Italian Catholic Federation 
11:30 am             People of the Parish 
              Maltese Society 
 
                                                     
 †Denotes deceased – (L) Living 
 

       
 

Sunday Collection May 9, 2021 
 
Weekly Need:   $ 5,000.00 
Sunday Collection  $ 4,295.00 
Over/Under   $    705.00 
Catholic Charities  $    631.00  
  
 
If you make your offertory donation by check, without using 
parishioner envelopes, it would be most helpful if you placed 
your parishioner/envelope # in the “memo” section of the 
check. This helps us input your donation to the offertory data 
system. We will not be responsible for donations not credited 
due to missing envelope numbers (or not having a Sunday 
collection envelope.) 
 

 

                  MASS INTENTIONS  


