
Established 1912  
Mailing Address: 449 Holyoke Street, S.F. CA 94134 Phone: 415-468-0820 

                  Website: www.stelizabethsf.org    Email:  stelizabethchurchsf@gmail.com 

October 13, 2024 ~ Twenty- Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rev. Charles Puthota, Ph.D., Pastor 
 
 

 
Parish Office 
449 Holyoke Street 
415-468-0820   Fax 415-468-1457 
 
Parish Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday  
8:30 am to 12:00 pm  
 
Closed Fridays 
 
Parish Staff 
Patti Spiteri          Administrative Assistant / 

         Pastoral Coordinator 
Sandy Mehrwein      Secretary 
Fred Spence          Maintenance 
Laurrie Digneo         Faith Formation Coordinator  
 
In residence: Father George Thadathil, Ph.D., SDB 
 
                                    
 
 

 
Benediction and Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: Wednesdays after the 8:30 Mass. 
Legion of Mary Meeting: 5:00 pm Monday in the Church. 
1000 Hail Mary’s: Third Saturday after the 8:30 am Mass until 3:30 pm. 
Over 50 Group: Thursdays at 12 pm in Cantwell Hall. 
 
 
 

 
Mass Schedule  
Saturday       4:30 pm  
Sunday         8:30 am and 10:30 am 
 
Monday through Saturday 
 Divine office: 8:00 am 
 Mass: 8:30 am  
 Holy Day: 8:30 am & 6:00 pm 
 
Confession Schedule 
4:00 pm before the 4:30 pm Mass 
10:00 am before the 10:30 am Sunday Mass 
 
Baptism Preparation Classes Call the 
Parish Office for more information. 

  
 Sacrament of Marriage 
Call the Parish Office six months 
before the desired date. 

 

 

Mission Statement of St. Elizabeth Church 

“The joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the people of our time, especially of those who are 

poor or in any way afflicted, are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of the followers of 

Christ as well. Indeed, nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts. For theirs is 
a community of people united in Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit in their pilgrimage towards 

the Kingdom of their Father, bearers of a message of salvation for all of humanity. That is why they 

cherish a conviction of deep solidarity with the human race and its history.” 

(From the Preface of The Church in the Modern World---Gaudium Et Spes---of Vatican II) 
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Dear Parishioners of St. Elizabeth, 
 

Word of God, 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B: The gospel 
portrays a haunting story of a man who wants to follow Jesus 
more closely but is unable to because of his possessions. Then 
Jesus goes on to give his reflections on how our wealth can 
prevent us from being the persons God calls us to be. “It’s easier 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle rather than for a 
rich man to enter the Kingdom of God.” When we choose to rely 
on our possessions, we might come to have a false sense of 
security about life; that we could somehow be happy because of 
things we accumulate; that we do not have to bother with 
putting our trust in and dependence on God. Jesus gives many 
teachings about how to approach wealth. Wealth is a servant, a 
slave, not our master. We need to use everything, as St. Ignatius 
of Loyola would say, in so far as they help us to fulfill the 
purpose God has for each one of us. If things prevent us from 
being truly happy and internally free, then they are hindrances. 
Life is full of choices; the ones that may be helpful for one may 
not be meant for someone else. We have to honestly before God 
choose those that will bring peace and happiness to our minds 
and hearts.  
 
October, a Month Dedicated to the BVM: Some images of Mary 
for me are very striking and have been spiritually nourishing and 
comforting. One is the way Mary intervenes and helps the 
wedding family at Cana. She could have stayed on the sidelines 
when the party ran out of wine, but she gets engaged. She can’t 
bear to see the family come to embarrassment. She approaches 
Jesus that he should do something, but he hesitates saying his 
hour has not yet come. But Mary persists and tell the workers “to 
do whatever he tells you to do.” Jesus turns water into wine as 
the first “sign” of his manifestation to the world. Mary’s role here 
to me is amazing and absolutely refreshing. She helps those in 
need. She is always looking out for us and reaches out to us. She 
constantly approaches her son entreating him on our behalf. 
Praying the Rosary is one of the ways we could emotionally keep 
in touch with the Blessed Mother.  
 
Tuesday, October 15: Feast of St. Teresa of Avila: St. Teresa of 
Ávila (1515–1582) was a Spanish mystic, Carmelite nun, and 
reformer of her religious Order. Known for her profound 
spiritual writings, she authored "The Interior Castle" and "The 
Way of Perfection," which explored deep prayer, union with 
God, and the soul’s journey toward spiritual perfection. Teresa 
co-founded the Discalced Carmelites, emphasizing poverty, 
simplicity, and contemplative prayer. She experienced mystical 
visions and is recognized for her deep devotion to Christ. In 
1970, she became the first woman to be named a Doctor of the 
Church, honoring her theological contributions.  
 
The Prayer of St. Teresa of Avila: Nada te turbe, nada te 
espante, todo se pasa; Dios no se muda. La paciencia todo lo 
alcanza; Quien a Dios tiene, nada le falta; Solo Dios basta. 
Translation: Let nothing disturb you, nothing surprise you, all 
things pass; God does not change. Patience wins everything; 
whoever holds onto God lacks nothing; God alone is enough.  
 
 

Friday, October 18: Feast of St. Luke, Evangelist St. Luke the 
Evangelist is traditionally recognized as the author of the Gospel 
of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament. He is  
one of the four Evangelists and is often symbolized by an ox or 
calf, reflecting the themes of sacrifice in his Gospel. Here are key 
aspects of St. Luke's life and legacy: 1. Background and 

Profession: St. Luke is believed to have been a Greek physician 
from Antioch, a major city in ancient Syria (now Turkey). This 
background explains the attention to detail and healing themes 
found in his writings. As a physician, his writing style in the 
Gospel of Luke is known for its clarity and precision, especially 
when describing medical conditions and miracles of healing. 2. 

Role as a Historian and Writer: Luke's Gospel is notable for its 
emphasis on the universality of Jesus' message, highlighting 
Christ's compassion for Gentiles, women, the poor, and 
marginalized people. The Acts of the Apostles, also attributed to 
him, provides a detailed history of the early Christian church, 
including the spread of Christianity through the Roman Empire 
and the missionary journeys of St. Paul. 3. Association with St. 

Paul: St. Luke was a close companion of St. Paul, accompanying 
him on many of his missionary journeys. Paul refers to Luke as 
"the beloved physician" in Colossians 4:14 and mentions him as 
being present during his final imprisonment in 2 Timothy 4:11. 
Luke's writings in Acts are considered valuable for 
understanding the early Christian community and Paul’s work. 
4. Unique Themes in Luke's Gospel: Infancy Narratives: The 
Gospel of Luke contains detailed accounts of the birth and early 
life of Jesus, including the Annunciation, Visitation, and the 
nativity story. Parables: Some of the most famous parables, such 
as the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son, are found only in 
Luke's Gospel. Focus on Prayer and the Holy Spirit: Luke 
emphasizes prayer and the workings of the Holy Spirit 
throughout both his Gospel and Acts. 5. Patronage: St. Luke is 
the patron saint of physicians, surgeons, artists, and butchers, 
given his background as a healer and his detailed, compassionate 
portrayal of human suffering and healing in his writings.  
 

Humor of St. Teresa of Avila: St. Teresa of Ávila, alongside her 
deep spirituality, had a great sense of humor, which shines 
through in some amusing stories: 1.Teresa and the Donkey: 
Once, while traveling in poor weather, her cart overturned, 
leaving her in the mud. Frustrated, she prayed, “Lord, if this is 
how you treat your friends, no wonder you have so few!” It 
shows her candid relationship with God. 2. Playful Teasing: 
Teresa loved to laugh. When she was once served a lavish meal 
at a convent, she joked, “There is a time for penance and a time 
for partridge,” reminding her fellow nuns that balance is 
important. 3. A Little Mischief: Teresa would at times pretend to 
be drowsy during long sermons. She had a playful streak, 
blending deep spirituality with lightheartedness. 4. At the 
beginning of her autobiography, she says, “Having virtuous and 
God-fearing parents would have been enough for me to be good 
if I were not so wicked.” 5. She didn’t have time for false piety. 
She once said, “From silly devotions and sour-faced saints, good 
Lord, deliver us.” 6. She wrote: “A sad nun is a bad nun…I am 
more afraid of one unhappy sister that a crowd of evil 
spirits…What would happen if we hid what little sense of humor 
we had? Let each of us humbly use this to cheer others.”  
 
Your Friend and Pastor, 
 
Father Charles Puthota 

 
 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 13, 2024 
The word of God is living and effective, 
sharper than any two-edged sword. 
— Hebrews 4:12a 
 
 

 
 
WORDS OF WISDOM 
 The spirit of wisdom, as we discover in today’s 
first reading, comes to those who pray for her. 
Wisdom, like the word of God, carries a message of 
consolation as well as of great challenge. The Letter 
to the Hebrews tells us that the word of God, infused 
with the wisdom of God, is “sharper than any two-
edged sword.” We cannot shrink from the wisdom of 
God, or from the word that has the power to 
penetrate our hearts and minds. Jesus, the living 
word of God, the embodiment of wisdom, has strong, 
deeply penetrating words for the rich young man who 
comes to him seeking answers to his most profound 
questions. Just when the young man thought he had 
done enough to fulfill God’s commands, more was 
asked of him. This is no less true for us. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom 
came to me. (Wisdom 7:7-11). 
Psalm — Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will 
sing for joy! (Psalm 90). 
Second Reading — Indeed the word of God is living 
and effective (Hebrews 4:12-13). 
Gospel — It is easier for a camel to pass through the 
eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God (Mark 10:17-30 [17-27]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 

Saturday/Sunday Collection 
October 5 - 6 

 
Weekly Need:          $ 5,000.00 
First Collection           $ 2,602.00 
Faith Formation  $    598.00 
Over/Under              $ 1,800.00 
 
If you make your offertory donation by check, without using 
parishioner envelopes, it would be most helpful if you placed your 
parishioner/envelope # in the “memo” section of the check. This 
helps us input your donation to the offertory data system 

 
 

Mass Intentions 
† Denotes deceased – (L) Living 

 
Monday        October 14 
8:30 am                       † Paul, † Theresa and 
                                      † Joe Vella 
                                      † Carlos Ramirez Sr. 
Tuesday               October 15 
8:30 am                         † Carmela Padilla 
 Beth Pasco (L) 
Wednesday          October 16 
8:30 am                     † Julia Pecchia 
Thursday           October 17 
8:30 am † John and † Jenny Sant 
Friday                   October 18 
8:30 am   † Carmela Sapiano 
Saturday           October 19 
8:30 am  † James William O’Sullivan 
 † Sam Walden 
4:30 pm † Bill O’Sullivan  
 Luciana Padilla (L) 
Sunday                 October 20 
8:30 am                  People of the Parish 
10:30 am     † Castula Padilla 
 † Maria Muschi 
 Maltese Society 

 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
 

Monday,10/14  Gal 4:22-24, 26-27,31-5:1;  
   Ps 113: 1 -7; Lk 11:29-32                  
Tuesday,10/15 Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 43-45, 47-

48; Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday,10/16 Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-4, 6;  
  Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday,10/17 Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98:1-6, 
  Lk 11:47-54 
Friday,10/18  2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-13b, 

17-18;  Lk 10:1-9 
Saturday,10/19 Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-7; 
  Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday,10/20 Is 53:10-11; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; 

Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45 or 
10:42-45 

 
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

 
Sunday,10/13  28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday, 10/14  St. Callistus I, Pope 
Tuesday,10/15 St. Teresa of Jesus 
Wednesday,10/16 St. Hedwig; St. Margaret Mary 

Alacoque 
Thursday,10/17  St. Ignatius of Antioch 
Friday,10/18  St. Luke 
Saturday,10/19  Ss. John de Brébeuf, Isaac 

Jogues, and Companions 

From the Pastor’s Desktop 
 

A Message from 
Father Charles Puthota 
October 13, 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 On The Horizon at St. Elizabeth 

 

● Cantwell Hall 
Painting project has begun, the hall is 
closed. 
●Columbus Day 
Monday, October 14th Office Closed 
 

 

 
 

The parish office will be closed on 
Monday, October 14th for Columbus 
Day. 

 

 
 

 
 

If you are interested in donating flowers for 
the high altar in celebration of a special 
occasion, birthday, anniversary, and more, 
please see the sign-up sheet in the front of 
church. Please see a sacristan before or 
after Mass for more information. 
 

World Mission Sunday 
 

World Mission Sunday, observed on 
October 20th this year, is not just 
another Sunday, it is a powerful 
reminder of our call to be missionaries. 
The collection that will be taken up that 
day is essential for the survival and 
growth of the Church in Mission 
territories. These funds help the 
evangelizing work of the Church, 
including building churches and 
providing  health care and education 
and training future priests and religious. 
In places where resources are scarce 
your generosity makes a profound 
difference.  
 

FAITH FORMATION TEACHERS NEEDED 
 

We need teachers for the 2024-2025 school 
year.  If you enjoy working with children and 
have a general knowledge of the Catholic 
religion, we would love to have you be part of 
the Faith Formation program.    
If interested, please contact Laurrie Digneo at 
415-672-4903. 

 

Pray for our Dear Departed 

 
 

Dorothy Dinelli 
 

“Eternal Rest Grant unto Them, O Lord . . .” 

 

 

 
 

REGISTRATION IS STILL OPEN 
 

Faith Formation classes began Saturday, 
September 7th . Registration is still being 
accepted for the 2024-2025 Faith 
Formation program. Registration forms 
may be requested by calling Laurrie 
Digneo at 415-672-4903 or 
email: sophielady7@aol.com.  
 
Forms can also be picked up at the 
Rectory office or at the Church. 
Registration Fees are $50.00 per child. 
 
 

mailto:sophielady7@aol.com

